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On the contrary, England is the most hopeful
of all the nations. There is less political pessi-
mism than in France, Germany, Russia, Italy, or
even in America. There is less of thai fatigued
way of looking at things here than in lift1? rest of
Europe. Compare the speeches delivered in and
out of Parliament by politicians big and lillK
with the speeches of politicians delivered else-
where at this moment in the world and one is
impressed first of all by their healthier lone.
Every now and again in Germany, in France, and
in America, there is an undertone of discourage-
ment, of despair, as of men whose nerves had
collapsed and left them peevish* Though the
problems here are faced as courageously and dis-
cussed as frankly as elsewhere, there is no
throwing up of hands in despair, no dyspeptic
politics to put it briefly. The men in control,
I judge from the look of them, are men who cut,
and drink, and sleep, and play more thuu the
men of other nations, and their nerves are not so
close to the surface. They remain youthful
longer than we do.

A quicker, more sensitive, less eiwy-going, lens
good-natured individual than John Bull /would
be goaded into extreme measures by soino of UK*
precedent-supported blundering in his political
and economic household. The moment one in*